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DESCRIPTION 


Lake  Mary  Ronan  State  Park  is  located  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake 
Mary  Ronan,  approximately  five  miles  west  of  Proctor,  Montana,  in  the 
SW  1/4  NW  1/4  and  the  NW  1/4  SW  1/4  of  Section  13,  T25N,  R22W.  The 
entire  area  is  slightly  sloping  towards  the  lake  forming  a  relatively  straight 
shoreline  at  the  waters  edge.  The  off-shore  lake  bottom  is  extremely 
shallow,  and  aquatic  vegetation  stands  above  water  in  a  zone  extending 
from  10  to  60  feet  off  shore.  Poor  drainage  has  created  several  small 
potholes  within  the  site,  now  clogged  with  logs  the  remanents  of  past 
timber  harvests  in  the  area.  Large  stumps  are  scattered  throughout  the 
site.  They  are  particularly  conspicuous  and  obtrusive  in  the  open  clearings. 
The  area  is  generally  well  forested  with  second  growth  Douglas  fir  and 
western  larch. 

At  present  only  a  few  basic  facilities  have  been  provided  such  as 
picnic  tables  and  toilets  at  two  locations,  as  these  facilities  are  somewhat 
of  a  temporary  nature,  they  have  not  been  included  in  the  overall  master 
plan. 

Several  features  of  the  site  present  natural  constraints  which  must  be 
considered  in  the  design  concepts.  These  include,  the  lack  of  natural 
beaches,  the  shallow  off-shore  lake  bottom  and  the  general  sloping  terrain. 


The  shallow  off-shore  lake  bottom  and  aquatic  vegetation 
present  considerable  design  problems  for  boat  ramp  facilities. 


ELEMENTS  OF  THE  PARK 


The  remote  nature  of  this  park  will  probably  result  in  greater 

/ 

percentage  overnight  use  per  visitor  than  might  normally  be  expected  in  a 
state  park.  The  most  popular  activities  are  expected  to  be  fishing,  camping, 
and  hiking.  The  greatest  attraction  of  the  park  is  the  scenic  lake-forest 
surrounding,  typical  of  the  more  remote  back  country  of  Northwestern 
Montana.  A  major  design  consideration  has  been  that  of  supplying  adequate 
camping  space  in  such  a  manner  as  to  conform  with  the  natural  terrain  and 
to  allow  for  incremental  expansion.  Private  cottage  sites  fronting  the  lake 
along  the  northwest  boundary  render  the  40  acres  in  the  north  less  attractive 
for  park  development.  It  is  expected  that  this  area  will  be  used  for  a  buffer 
zone  and  hiking  with  the  possible  development  of  overflow  camping  in  the 
future.  At  present,  access  to  the  park  is  provided  by  an  abandoned  logging 
trail  which  enters  the  main  road  on  private  property,  this  road  also  provides 
access  to  the  private  cottages.  It  is  recommended  that  the  main  entrance 
to  the  park  be  established  on  state  park  land  and  that  a  special  road  be 
constructed  for  access  to  the  private  dwellings,  which  will  keep  resident 
traffic  out  of  the  park  proper.  The  specific  elements  of  the  entire 
recreation  complex  are  included  in  the  following: 

1.  Development  of  a  boat  ramp  and  adjoining  parking  area. 

2.  Provisions  for  overnight  camping. 


3.  Provisions  for  day-use  with  adjacent  parking  facilities. 


The  area  designation  of  each  of  these  facilities  is  indicated  on  the 


area  master  plan.  Construction  and  development  will  be  undertaken  at 
various  future  dates  pending  the  availability  of  financial  resources,  and  the 
expressed  demand  for  facilities.  The  individual  items  are  discussed  in 
further  detail  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

1.  Boat  Ramp  and  Parking  Area. 

A  principal  factor  effecting  the  design  of  the  boat  ramp  is  the  shallow 
off-shore  waters.  To  effectively  overcome  the  problem  the  plan  proposes 
that  a  land  fill  be  carried  into  the  lake  to  a  point  where  the  permanent  pool 
approximates  four  feet  in  depth.  The  ramp  itself  should  be  constructed  with 
an  optimum  slope  of  12  percent.  A  thirty  foot  wide  ramp  will  provide  ample 
room  to  enable  two  boats  to  be  launched  or  taken  out  at  the  same  time.  A 
small  dock  near  the  ramp  will  allow  the  operator  to  tie  up  while  he  removes 
his  trailer  from  the  ramp.  A  large  parking  area  is  readily  available  for  both 
car  and  trailer  parking,  with  convenient  entrance  and  exit  routes. 

2.  Camping. 

The  campground  design  as  presented  on  the  master  plan  is  so 
arranged  as  to  fit  the  topography  and  to  allow  for  construction  to  take  place 
in  three  phases.  The  circulation  is  such  that  there  will  be  a  minimum  of 
traffic  past  each  spur.  Central  comfort  stations  will  provide  washing 
facilities  and  toilets.  A  small  entrance  station  is  to  be  manned  at  the  spur 


road  leading  to  the  campground  for  the  purposes  of  assigning  parking  pads 


and  collecting  fees.  A  primary  consideration  should  be  the  removal  of  old 


stumps  in  the  campground. 

3.  Picnic  Area. 

The  picnic  area  is  located  adjacent  to  the  parking  area  which  also 
serves  the  boating  area.  Small  clusters  of  2  to  3  tables  will  be  dispersed 
throughout  the  site.  A  central  toilet  will  serve  both  picnickers  and  boaters. 
A  water  fountain  with  a  lower  tap  will  be  provided.  A  shelter  is  provided 
for  use  in  inclement  weather.  It  would  be  desirable  to  undertake  selective 
thinning  in  the  area  to  provide  a  more  open  view  of  the  lake  and  also  allow 
for  a  greater  amount  of  sunlight  in  the  picnic  area. 

In  addition  to  these  major  investments  it  is  expected  that  scenic 
improvement  projects,  walking  trails,  riding  trails  and  interpretive  trails 
will  be  undertaken  concurrently  with  the  above  mentioned  major 


commitments . 
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PHASE  CONSTRUCTION 


GENERAL: 

Lake  Mary  Ronan  State  Park  will  be  developed  in  at  least  three 
phases.  The  priority  arrangement  reflects  the  approximate  sequence  of 
events  as  they  should  be  undertaken  to  realize  the  ultimate  plan.  It  is 
intended  that  this  report  and  plan  be  considered  only  as  a  guide  for 
development  for  it  provides  ample  lattitude  necessary  in  programming  items 
for  construction  conditioned  by  the  availability  of  funds  and  facility  needs 
of  the  site . 

PHASE  I 

Primary  development  priority  at  Lake  Mary  Ronan  is  given  to  the 
development  of  the  entrance  road,  the  boat  ramp,  the  picnic  area,  and 
campground  number  one.  It  will  also  be  necessary  to  provide  an  access 
road  to  the  cottage  sites  at  this  time  to  prevent  undesirable  road  pioneering 
on  the  part  of  local  residents.  The  basic  water  supply  should  be  developed 
at  this  time  with  future  extentions  to  be  completed  as  each  phase  is 
undertaken. 

PHASE  II 

Phase  II  involves  the  construction  of  campground  number  two, 
expansion  of  the  utility  system  and  general  improvements  throughout.  The 
timing  of  this  phase  should  be  carefully  coordinated  with  visitor  use  surveys 
taken  in  the  existing  area. 


PHASE  III 


Phase  three  involves  the  construction  of  the  third  campground  and 


concurrent  expansion  of  the  utility  system. 


PARK  CAPACITY 


Lake  Mary  Ronan  is  an  attractive  addition  to  the  Montana  State  Park 
System.  The  entire  80  acres  of  park  land  is  utilized  wisely  to  provide  a 
range  of  park  activities  centered  around  the  lake-forest  environment.  The 
capacity  of  the  park  area  is  to  a  great  extent  controlled  by  the  final  design, 
and  the  density  standards  of  the  administering  agency.  The  suggested 
density  standards  as  represented  herein  have  been  established  in  the  Montana 
Outdoor  Recreation  Plan. 


Suggested  Density  Standards 


Picnicking: 


6  units/acre 


Camping: 


4  units/acre 


Parking: 


30  spaces/100  persons 


40  boats/ramp 


Boat  Ramp: 


Picnicking  Capacities  and  Quantity  Needs 


16  Tables 
6  Fire  grills 
6  Trash  cans 

1  Double  unit  toilet 

40  Car  and  trailer  parking  units  to  serve  boaters 
16  Car  parking  units  to  serve  picnickers 

Total  Picnic  Capacity  16  units  @  4  persons/unit  =  64  persons 

Camping  Capacities  and  Quantity  Needs 
Camp  Number  I 

40  Family  units 

2  Comfort  stations 

1  Parking  spur/family  unit  (approximately  20%  of  spurs 
to  be  designed  to  carry  two  vehicles) 

1  Table,  1  fireplace,  1  trash  can/family  unit 

Estimated  Capacity:  40  units  @  3  per  party  =  120  persons 

Camp  Number  II 

28  Family  units 

1  Comfort  station 

1  Parking  spur/family  unit  (approximately  20%  of  spurs 
to  be  designed  to  carry  two  vehicles) 

1  Table,  1  fireplace,  1  trash  can/camily  unit 

Estimated  Capacity:  28  units  @  3  per  party  =  84  persons 


.. 
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Camp  Number  III 


21  Family  units 
1  Comfort  station 

1  Parking  spur/family  unit  (approximately  20%  of  spurs 
to  be  designed  to  carry  two  vehicles) 

1  Table,  1  fireplace,  1  trash  can/family  unit 

Estimated  Capacity:  21  units  @  3  per  party  =  63  persons 
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